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BRISTOL GARDENS

The main theme is the Bristol gardens: a warning of a post-
apocalyptic world, representing the decay of humankind. The rusted
engines, reclaimed by nature, illustrate what could happen if humanity
fails to care for the planet. A new "-ism" emerges from the plastic
bottles, metal cans, and bin bags: “trashtesism.” I find beauty in the
remnants of the human race being consumed by nature, within this
shell of paradise that is the St Werburgh’s allotments in Bristol, created
by intellectual hippies rebelling against industrialism.

In the rusted engine, there is a striking juxtaposition of industrial and
natural elements that particularly captured my attention. Watercolour
and pencil provided an ideal medium to analyse this Delphic micro-
world, as the technique demands particular attention and focus. At
times, I would leave blank surfaces, such as the sky, while in other
areas, I would delve into intricate details, creating a free-flowing dance
- a natural balance between the elements in my drawings.

The half-destroyed little houses, with walls made from rubber tires
allowing weeds to grow through the cracks, evoke a sense of wabi-
sabi, the Japanese philosophy of finding beauty in imperfection. This
imperfection proclaims itself the saviour of the world - the irregular lines
of nature opposing the rigid right angles of classicism and
industrialism.

To conclude, my Bristol gardens series is a romantic message
infused with a modern, dystopian, post-Soviet vibe, blended into an
eco-friendly smoothie to be sold in mass production at Tesco stores
around the globe.

































WWW.MAXOSTROVERHY.COM


